FOREWORD.

THE   months   that    have   passotl   since
the  passing  of  the   Kdunition   Act,
1018,   have   done    much    to    clear
up the many problems to which it  i^ives rise,
and the greater part of the Act is now, or will <
shortly be, in operation.

The next half-year will see the publication of
many Schemes under the Act, which will be
closely examined not only by administrators,
but by the general public. These Schemes will
control the direction of educational development
for many years to come, and it is of the lirst
importance that they slunild be framed with a
clear vision of the tiltimnte system to which we
look forward. The time scot us opportune,
therefore, for a new edition of this little hand-
book. In preparing it I have carefully revised
the notes to the Act; a table has been added
showing the dates on which the varjotts sections
come into force. I have almost completely
i*ewritten the introduction, and taken the oppor-
tunity to discuss the chief questions which must
arise in the preparation of u Scheme, and
generally, have tried to make the book as help-
ful as possible to those who may be interested
in the future of education in this country.

Nothing can exceed the importance* of the
subject. It is not too much to say that, unless
we improve substantially the education of the
English people, all our vSocial ameliorations, all
our schemes of reconstruction, must fail of their
full effect. But education is, unfortunately, a
plant of slow growth. It is urgent that we should
begin, to prepare the ground, and sow the seed,
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